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THE 

ARGUMENT. 



Ay^TEDICINE artlefs and fimple, much (A^^t than 
1. YX phyflc exercised as an Art.— That and a newTr3,m 
of Difeafes introduced after the Flood, by Luxury. — Its 

Beginning rude.- — Sf rung up in />6^Eaftern Nations.- 

Grounded upon the fupposd Influence of the Stars. 

Studied and praftrs'd by the Magi Hence it pafs\i 

into j$l.gyptj where the Priefts fill had the r.feV/'Exercife 

of it, "Their Cures, ^c, infcriFd on the Pillars and 

Walls of their Temples. Particular Branches of the 

Science fludied by particular Perfons. — Hence tranf 
planted into Greece, but not brought to any great Degree of 
Perfection till Hippocrates's Time, who firfi made Phyfic 

rational A Jhort Digreffion, by way of Encomium on 

J. B^ — 11 — e, D. Phyfic next travels into Italy, 

hrought into Difgrace by Quackery, ^c. Galen, at 

B' lengthy 
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length J explains every thing by the rigid Doftrines of the 
Peripateticks. — Did a great deal ^Mifchiefj as well 

as Service^ to this noble Art. Much blam'd for 'Thisy 

but commended for the Pains took with a View of im- 
proving Medicine. Phylic loft with other Arts and 

Sciences when the Goths, ^c, over-ran Europe, but re^ 
vives amongjl the Arabs, after fome Ages^ tho^ Galen's 
Erroi;s.^//y predominant. — — . Chymiftry, the firft great 
Improver of this Science. — DiftinguijFd from Alchymy, 
an Art as old as Tubal Cain. - — Another jhort Digref- 
lion on the Vanity of hunting after the Pliilofopher's 
Stone. — T'he Difcovery, or Demonftration of the Circu- 
lation of the Blood, by our Countryman Harvey, fixes 
Phyfic on a more certain Bafis than ever. — — That, and 
Experimental Philofophy, afterwards carried to fo great 
Lengths by Mr. Boyle, brought the Art nearer to Perfec- 
tion in this Ifland than can be boafted of by any otherY^Zr^ 
tion. — Phyfic, at lengthy fixes her Empire in Britam.— 
JVhich concludes the Whole. 
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THE 

PROGRESS 

O F 

PHYSIC 



LONG ere Phyficians knew the Healing Art ^ 
Difeafe to quell— or eafe the aching Heart — 
^ Med\ine arofe — at lirft by Heavn defign'd 
With balmy Wing to jhield^ and blefs Mankind : 

In 

* The Injuries and Viclffitudes of the Air— The Nature and ^mlities of Foods — 
the Violence of external Bodies — ■ the ASiions of Life — and laftly, the ^triiBure of 
the Human Frame, mull have render'd fome Difeafes, and confequently Medicine, al- 
mofl as old as Mankind, tho' much chang'd and complicated in After- Ages. 
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In evVy Field feme wholfom Simple grew. 
Its Ufe each ruder Clown and Peafant knew ; 
Wliich^ cull'd With Care, the wifh'd Affiftance ^v^ *^ 

Not prompt to kill if impotent, to fave 

From "Trees — from Plants — the eafy Cure was fought 
And from the murmVing Rill Health flow'd unbomht. 
The friendly, limpid Draught — the template Mealj 

Ne'er aik'd the Aid of Bolus — or of Pill 

With equal Force their vig rous Pulfes beat, 
No Cordials^ then, to raife the extinguipsd Fleat j 
No frantic Mirth — nor Melancholly^ then— - 
Heav'n s fcarpeft Curfe upon the Sons of Men ! 
To calm a Fevefs Rap-e no Arts were trv'd. 
Till, haply, of the ^ DoBor — Patients dfd — 
Feebly, the Limbs no flacken'd Nerves fuftain^d. 
Hereditary Health — and Figour reigrfd, 

" But fay, A4ufe ! thefe happier Ages paft, 
How Sicknefs and Difeafe broke in at laft 

From 

* 'T I s hop'd the Faculty will not refent this little Stf^oh of Satyr, and one that 

follows, Unce they are not levelVd at the Science Itfelft but the Abufe of it. At 

^acksj nor Regular Fra^ifers. 
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From Man to Man how Plagues unntimber d Ipread, 

When Phyftc rear d her Scientific Head. 

Such Ills combin dj what Mortal z'^^ endure P 
How Few out-live ih& Sicknefs — and the Cure? 

Not long the Flood had left the Face of Earthy 
And loft Mankind XQCtv/ d a Second-Birth^ 

Ere Luxury rofe with Sicknefs in her T'rain — 

And all the frightful Family of Pain : 

Nature'^ ^ fpare JVants forfook the homely Board^ 

With mad Profufion fee each "Table ftor'd ! 

Invention labour d to debauch the Treaty 

And whet the jaded Appetite to eat : 

Intoxicating JVines^ henceforth, began 

T' inflame the Blood — not chear the Heart of Man : 

Hence Gout and Stone afflift the Human Race ; 

Hence lazy yaundice — with her Saffron Face 

Paljy^ v/ith fhaking Head^ and tott'ring KneeSy 

And bloated Dropjy — the ftaach Sots Difeafe ! 

Confumption pale, with keen, but hollow Rye^ 

And ftiarpen d Feature^ fliew'd that Death was nigh — . 

The feeble Offspring curfe their crazy Sires ^ 

And^ tainted from his Birth^ the Youth expires. 

C First, 
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FiRSTj thro' the E^ijiy in focial League^ we 
The fage Phyftcian to the Prkfihoocl'pmd — — 
PhyfiCy ziont^ the Rev' rend Magi knew j 
Its firft Inventors - — and CGrruptors too _ 
On Stars^ and Planets^ the rude ^r/ they found^ 
And tread, inglorious.! -on irichanted Ground i 
Nor da/d the healing Aded'cine to apply, 
If •''^ Saturn glanc'd with, a malignant Eye. 
To ^gypt next Phyftc directs her Flight j 
There pran d her Wing^ and blefs'd a clearer Light j 
O'er her fair i^i?^:^ no artful Veil thrown, | 
Nor only from huge Volumes was llie known, > 
On t Marble fculptur d — and the faithfvil Stone : , 

Recording T'emples did at once infure 
The Leech's Fame — and propagate the Cure. 
Nor Each to ev ry Branch as yet apphes — 
But 'This the Heart could cure, and That the Eyes ; 

The 

* The ChaUaam were die firfl AJlronomkal Ohfer'vaforSj and are fuppos'd to 
Jiave kiilt their Notions of Fhyfical Matters upon Aflrohgical Grounds — either the I/z- 
Jfuence of a particular Planet, or of fome Tutelar Dcemon, were ftill confider'd.— — . 
Hence this Super jiitious PraBice, with the Science Itfelf, was deriv'd to the 
Mgyptians, — . 



f- Se$; JVotton Qi\ Ajident and Modern Learnings P. 107, 
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The ulcer d Limb fome only knew to healy 
While Female Patients blefs'd another s SkilL 



Here flourifh'd long the Pharmaceutic Arty 
Whence Commerce y next, the Science did impart 
To ancient Greece — but flow its Progrefs ftill — 
Rude and imperfefl: yet the Medicinal Skill : 
When, lo ! Apollo s favxite Son arofe, 
The Depths of Phyjic ftudious to difclofe j 

^Hippocrates who with a purer Raj 

Beam'd on his Followers a brighter Day. 

By fmplefl Methods, flow indeed, but fure^ 

Who firft prelcrib'd the DiMetic Cure : 

Hence ftubbom Chronics dwindled by Degrees, 

And Food grew Health — that late was the Difeafe ; 

The Fevers Rage, obedient to fnhfide^ 

Lifes purple Current pourM a gentler T'ide ! 

Honey 

*• Being a Mailer of Experience as well as of Analogy and Reafoit^ and withal 
vers'd in pure Philofophy, he firft made Phyfic rational, and laid the Foundation of 

the Dogmatic Medicine which has Jfince obtain 'd. He prefe'd no Hypoihejis into 

his Service, as may be feen in his Book of DifeafeSy AffeStions, &c. — He firft ftarted 
the Dodrine of Critical Days in Difeafes ^ for which, when Folytheifm was in vogue, 
they v^ere ready to take him for a God.. — 'Tis certain none of xhsPhyficians of Old 
■Greece foliow'd ^^nyl'heory — Of whom Baglivi fays :—^od nbs per Leges Theorias, 
jJJlUfola mentis perfpicacitate^ longo Ufii confirmatd peragebant. •— 



Money and Milk the fole Specifics^ then 

The mild Decociion—^znd the cool Ptifan . 

From Natures Source he drew unerring haws'^ 

Such B — // — e's Pra<9:ice now— fuch * Sydnhamh was.-- 

O E — // — e ! if thefe Numbers reach thine Ear, 
Accept tk\is '\triiute — ^ as Thyfelf fincere— . 
F orgive the Mufe officious dius t employ 
Thofe Hours of Health you help her to enjoy : 
How Few^ like T'hee^ fuch different Virtues blend, 
And mix the I'rue Phyfician with the Friend? 
In whom thy Claffic Tajle and Learning join, 

T' inftru&j t' adorn to polijh and refine—^ 

How Few like "Thee^ with kindred Sorrow melt^ 
And tveep thofe Evils which they never felt ? 

Balm to my Woe .and Comfort in Diftrefs I 

Living ril love Thee — and ihall, Dyings blefs. 

Such was the Medic Art. — O ftame to tell 
What yet the Faithful Mufe muft now reveal ] 

Nurs'd 

. * Art I s m/ira Ornator & Ornamentum, quife pofitu Opinionum Commentis ad 
Obfervationes prorfus fe dedity & a prima JEtate ad Extremum ufque fmiiim cum Na- 
tura cohabitjzvit'^ikys a learned Foreigner. »— <» 



(13) 

Nurs'd long in Grecian Climes with tend'reft Care, 

She TVeJlward ^td^ and breath'd a * Roman Air 

But foon^ alafs ! her new-blovm Honours fade, 
Her rifing Luftre bafe Impoflors ftiade, 
By Roman M—f—b — ns and W^- — ds betray'd. 
Rome had her ^jmcks — for fuch all Climes produce- 

The Bane Science — and its worft Abufe 

No Mead'-^no Hulfe was then— the Art to fave — 
It funk detejled by the TJ^ife and Brave. 

Galen, at length, reviewed the facred PZ:^/?, 
And to collecl its fcatter d Parts began j 

Greedy of Fame, digefted 'em with Care 

Well were it, had his Labours ended there — . 
But boafting dearer Light Sy he tack'd to T'hefe 
Strange Humours — Elements — and ilualities — 

* Pliny hys^tRomansh.2i^ Averjion to PhyficiafiSy and their Arty till Ar* 
.chagatus came from Greece to RomCy where he prad.lis'd Fhjfic and Surgery with Re- 
futatioJi — in the Year of Rome 535. — However, 'tis certain the Art was funk very 
low in the Opinion of the Romans before that Time, by the R^oguery and Ignorance of 
.^acks. — None h^^i Freed-Men, &.c. pradis'd for a long Courfe of Years.— 




Con- 
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Conf6ti'n<!ing, thus, the f Coan Majler^^ Rule^ 
Wifii the rude Cant of ArijiotHs School 
Of Qbfervation left the fruitful Fields^ 
For the wild TVaJle that * Speculation yields : 
'A Fairy-Land^'md a neglefted Shore— ^ 

l^o j^fculapian Sage ere trod before 

Experience now held but the fecond Place, 
And Truthsy beft founded on her folid Bafe. 
No more — O fad Rev erf e ! in one we view 

The watchful + Nurfe^ and wife Phjftcian too 

Subtle f explode- — as artful to invent— 

By Midnight Lamps a Galen a Hours were fpent. 

Some fav'rite Syflem anxious to maintain^ 

The monftrous Child of his prolific Brain — — 

By dark Solutions to out-ftrip the Wife^ 

And ere the Race was run^ — to Hiatch the Prize. 

Thus 

"I* Cos, or Co o s, an Illand in the Archifelago^ where Hippocrates was born. — ^ 
Hence fo called,^ 

* Si excipias (fays a learned Author) Paucos illos Obfervatores, qui Cafus & Hi- 
ilorias Medicas aivhum prciit^ ab ipfd Rei Naturd procedebanf, defer ihendo^ Medi- 
cim-? pomceria fumniopere ampliarunt 3 ea quce Reliqui adjecere^ falfam Theoriam, & 
hujufmodi Ineptias fpedfanfia, turbarunt potius, impediveruntque illius Progreilus, quam 
indicamnt aut promovemnt. — 

J In Hippocrates' % Time, and after, the moft eminent P/j;^a^;z^ watch'd almoft 

Day and Night by their Patients Bed-SideSj and ftuck clofe to Obfervatmi,-^" . 

Whence called the C/z/z/c 5f<5?. — 
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Thus far the Mufe^ reluctant, dares to blame 
Whom t ftxteen Hundred Tears have giv'n to Fame ; 

Pleas' d (he proceeds^ — ftill ardeat to commend . 

Foe to Km Faults^ but to his Worth a Friend. 

I F unknown Worlds of Med'^cine to explore, 
expound their J^irtues^ and increafe tiieir Store ; 
In fearch of "Truths if any Praife it be. 
To drain the Mines of deep Philofophy ; 
Of known Eff^ecis to trace the hidden Caufe^ 
And [can by Rules of Art wife Nature s luaws ; 
By Envf^ felf the Debt lhall (lire be paid^ 
And lateft Honours dignify his Shade. 

What Time the '^Gothic Smarms forfook their Hive^ 
Learning no longer cou'd the Shock furvive j 

Of 

•f- 'Gali:n fiouri{h'.d in the Time of Trajan, and- three fucceeding Emperors. — He 
wrote 15 Volumes y belides Notes ^ on Hippocrates — and died at Rorae^AtinoDom. 140.— 

* After the fixth Century^ the Arts were not only extinguifh'd, but almoil all 
Memory of them loft till the Ninths from which to the Thirteenth Medicine was vi- 
gorouily cultivated by the^r^^j mAfia^Africaj2Jid. Spain : Who applying Themfelves 
particularly to the Study of the Materia Medica, and lis Preparations, and to the Ope- 
rations of Chirurgery, render'd both more juft and copious at the fame time and 

jet Galen s Errors became now more predominant than ever. — - 
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Of Human Art no Itraces we defcry, 
Arth faireft Fruity and Learning wither'd lie : 
Defacd — o'erthrown —and mingled witJi the Dufl^ — . 

The labour d Column — ^and the breathing B^^-, 

Chaos returned — all Peace and Order fled- . 

O'er CuflomSj Language^ Laws^ thick Night was Ipread. 
^Till — as fome long-loft Stream renews its Source ^ 
Which under-ground purfu d its mazy Courfe—^ 
Science^ again, to happier Climes reftor d, 
Unveil'd her Charms — and was again ador'^d. 

The Fable Night of Ignorance withdrawn, 
From blefs'd Arabia broke the chearful Dawn ; 
Of Med'' cine J lo ! the long uncultur'd Field 
Began to fmile^ and a new Harveft yield j 
On Afric*^ fettled, and Iberia s Shore, 
The Saracens revived the Art once more : 
But Galen s Errors chofe the wholefome Soil^ 
Obftru6l its Progrefs — and confound their Tl?//* 

Next Chymiflry^ which long in Embrio lay, 
Started new Lights — and fmooth'd the thorny Way ; 

Not^ 
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Not, as of Old, to * Alchymy confin'd. 
Nor knew t' enrich^ alone, but blefs Mankind. 
Long had ftie learnt t' extract the ftiining Ore^ 
Eut Medicine now confefs'd her healing Powr^ 
A new Creation open'd to the J^ieWy 
And old Difcovries were confirmed by new. 

Se e by his Fires the footy Artiji fweat. 
To pafs th' eternal Bound hy Nature fet ! 
Mif-led by Arijlotles dazzling Lighty 
For fTranfmutation labours Day and Night! 
In queft of Mountains of imagin d Wealthy 
His Fortune ruin — and deftroy his Health — ^ 

Alchymy, as Gontra-diftinguifhM by fome Writers from, py^j^^ conliAed 

'in refining Metals, and extradting them from their Om. This Art,, older than the 

Floods is afcrib'd to '^uhal Cam^Gen. iv. 22. It is but of late that CbymifiryhsiS 

been applied to the Preparations of Medicines, and extended to Plants, Animals, 

Minerals, &c. Paracelfus and Van Helmont carried it to fuch a length, as to ren-- 

der Medicine almoft wholly Chymical. 

According to Arifiotle, Epicurus, &c. Gc?/c/and ^ajid are at bottom but one 
and the fame Matter. — The Chymifis thought they had found out that Salt—Sulphur^^ 
and Mercury— with a few other Ingredients, (about which they are not as yet agreed) 
were the immediate Elements of all Bodies but that there was in reality a primitive 
Matter which took all forts of Forms — that confequently, nothing remain 'd to be 
-done, but to work upon that primitive Matter, to prefent it with fit Moulds, and to 

:give it a certain T^urn to have Gold— Jewels— and the Elixir Salutis. This Study 

has been well defin'd to be — Ars fine AxlQ., cujus Principium eft mentiri, mediumhi^ 
'torar^j 6? iv;2/^.mendicare. 
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From Motion^ Matter^ taught that all Things grewy 
What cannot Motion ^ giv'n to Matter ^ do ? 
Vain Reas'mr ! the fantaftic Search give o'er. 
Or firft— go— analyze the painted Flowr — 
If long intent to fep'rate and compound — 
To pay thy "Toil a genral Flowr be found. 
The Grand Elixir Thou mayft hope to boaft. 
Nor find, in fearch of Gold^ thy Labour lofl. 

The l^riumph^ ftill, is o'er EffeBs alone^ 
Nor were Difeafes in their Caufes known, 
Till firft Immortal Harvey led the way. 
And pointed where their fecret Sources lay j 
All that the Wife had Jketcbd in diftant T^hought^ 
The Godlike Harvey faw — ^ndi prov d — and taught--^ 
While others y dubious, hint the Blood to JloWy 
^Twas his, * ^loncj to trace the Manner, how^ 
And in what Time^ its rapid jfourney done, 
Frefti from the Hearty again its Race is run* 

Hence 

* The Circulation o^ the B/cc^/ has been generally allow'd to have been found 
out in the Year 1628, by Harvey, a Phyfician of our own Country ^ tho' there are 

feveral who difpute that Honour with him, fuch as Vander Linden^ in Holland- 

Realdus Columbus, of Cremona, and Andreas Cafalpinus, at Venice. This Notion 

has, indeed, been occafionally, and flightly treated by Them^ as an Hyfotbefsj but never 
demonjirated till Harvefs Time., 
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Hence Phyftc^ to no flavlfti SeEi confin d. 

Gave all her Bigot-Syftems to the Wind : 

To nobler Heights her tow'ring Head fhe rears ; 

The growing Labour of Three Thoufand Years? 

The ^een of Science rival Nations great, 

And lay their faireft T'rophies at her Feet : 

The * "fuks-thQ Glands-'Thefe foremoft to explain 

The Mufcks, "Thefe expound-and fhofe the Brain . 

While others pore thro' Microfiopic Glafsy 

And fee the ^ Lymph thro' fubtle Strainers pafs— 

From Senfe^ not wild Hypothecs ^ deduce 

The StruEiure of each /^^/--'and its Ufe. 

\ Mechanic and Botanic Science join 

Their wond'rous Aids to make the Art Divine j 

From 

* These feveral Difcoveries in Anatomy zxo, owing to Wharton — WiUii — Br own ^ 
;and others, fince Har-oef^ Time. 

Malphigi was the firft i)//t-owr^r of the Lymphatic Fejjels, wliich, accord- 
ing to T>v.Arbufhnot^ are one hundred times finer than a Hair — He died Anno 16 94.— 

X Medicine, by late Improvements in PMofophy^ is become all Mechanical^ 
and Corpufcular j inftead of Galen' ^ ^alities and Degrees^ every thing is now re- 
•duc'd to Mechanical AffeBions to tho. Figures^ Bulks, Gravities^ &c, of the compo 
aient Particles, and to the great Principle of AttraSlion.-'^ 
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From Kajl to Wefl^ hence Phyftc Boafts her Sway-^ — 
And darts on all a more propitious Ray j 
But fix'd her "fhrone in fair Britannia s IJIe^ 
To whom Ihe owes 2. Harvey- — ^^and a * Boyle. 

* T h e Honourable Mn refciied Chymljiry from the Cenfiires it had long lain 
: under from the Ejifhufidfm of Helmont and 'Paracelsus, and has fliewn of what in- 
finite Vfe it is to Fhilofophy and Medichie, when kept within its proper Bounds, — He 
ifirft difcaver'd, or, at leaft, brought the Fneumatic Engine to Perfecfion,^ which foon 
demonftratedthey^/yz^r^/Vv of that common Notion, thatN^/z/r^abhorr'd 2. Vacuum — ■ 
Since he has {hewn us the true Origin Qualities in Bodies, nobody has dar'd to ad- 

-vance the Chimaerical Notion of Subftantial Forms. By the Help of thefe, and other 

-valuable Difcoveries, many others have been made fince his Death, and many morq, 
probably, will be ; and his Re^putation x^xhQv increafe than diminifli in future u4ges.-^ 
He died An?io 1 69 1 . — = 

N.B. If it ftiould be afK'd why I have made no ho- 
nourable Mention of the Royal Society — I have This to 
anfwer- — That the SubjeB has been too copioufly and 
elegantly treated by another Hand ^ for me to add any 
thing but my W^ijhes for their Profperity. 

•f Sp rat's Hiflory of the Royal Society. 
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